IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Patent Application of 

OKINAKA et al. Atty. Ref.: 1417-352 
Serial No. 09/878,311 Group: 1754 

Filed: June 12, 2001 Examiner: 

For: SPINDLE-SHAPED GOETHITE PARTICLES, 
SPINDLE-SHAPED HEMATITE PARTICLES, 
JcTS. SPINDLE-SHAPED MAGNETIC METAL PARTICLES ^ v Qs 

~ \ CONTAINING IRON AS MAIN COMPONENT AND <%> <>// 

V EPROCESSES FOR PRODUCING THE SAME 1 

1/ ........... c* <^N 



February 25, 2002 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 

Washington, DC 20231 ^ 



Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Attention is invited to the attached copy of European Search Report mailed 
February 1, 2002, with respect to this disclosure and a copy of each document cited in it 
together with a completed Form PTO-1449. Also attached are the U.S. counterparts of 
DE 19717560. 

Official citation and consideration of all the attached documents is requested. 
Please return to the undersigned a copy of the attached PTO-1449 with the examiner's 
initials in the left column [MPEP §609] with the next communication. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained herein was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than 3 months from the filing date of this statement [see 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (1)]. 



604366 



OKINAWA et al. 
Serial No. 09/878,311 



Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C. 

Arthur R*. Crawford 
Reg. No. 25,327 

ARC:lsp 

1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 



kada & Associates 



ft 



PATENT AND TRADEMARK ATTORNEYS 



6F Kudan Kangyo Bldg. 
1-10-1, Kudan kita, Chiyoda-ku, 
Tokyo 102-0073, Japan 



TELEPHONE (03)5275-3533 
FACSIMILE (03)52 10-7189 



f 



Nixon & Vanderhye , p . c . 

At ten: Arthur R. Crawford, Esq. 

8th Floor, 

1100 North Glebe Road, 

Arlington, 

Virginia 22201-4714 

U. S. A. 

Re: US Patent Application 
No. 09/878, 311 
Your Ref : 1417-3 52 
Our Ref: HI 18 US 



February 19, 2002 



Dear Mr. Crawford, 

On the captioned application, enclosed please find each 
copy of the Search Report relating to the corresponding 
European Patent application (No. 01305101.6) and the cited 
references therein . 

Please accordingly submit them as IDS without delay. 

With best regards, 



Very truly yours, 
OKADA & ASSOCIATES 




DHL 

c.c. via airmail 

P.S. Please acknowledge receipt of the enclosures. 



RECEIVED WITH THANKS 
NIXON & VANDERHYE 
DATE 




